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Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 
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Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The untitled cartoon is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The cartoon is a black-and-white image presented on an otherwise plain sheet of A4 
paper. No text accompanies the image. The cartoonist’s intent appears to be to assert 
a crude form of sexual humour, derived from the placement of two well-known 
children’s cartoon characters in an uncharacteristically sexual situation. The cartoon 
shows a the figure of a dog in the act of sexual intercourse with a woman. The image is 
quite distinct in its depiction of the dog’s penis, apparently in the act of penetrating the 
woman from the rear. The absence of other elements, such as text or context, 
preclude interpretations other than bestiality. 

The portrayal, in cartoon form, of a dog in the act of sexual intercourse with a woman 
tends to break down taboos against bestiality by trivialising the subject. In addition, the 
explicit nature of the portrayal strengthens the idea of bestiality in the public mind. The 
Office therefore finds that the cartoon tends to support bestiality. 

The cartoon falls under the criteria of s3(2)(e) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 and is therefore deemed objectionable. The deeming provisions 
of s3(2) override the rights and freedoms contained in si4 of the New Zealand Bill of 
Rights Act 1990. 
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